
Ocular tumours are rare; however, they are the only ocular disease that can lead to mortality. Among the intraocular

tumours, uveal melanoma is the most common tumour among Caucasians. In spite of a high success rate in treating

the primary melanoma of the eye, mortality is still high and reaches 30–50 % in 15 years.

Many of the uveal melanomas, as well as other intraocular malignancies, are diagnosed after a certain delay. This occurs

because of a lack of awareness among some ophthalmologists, lack of knowledge of how such tumours present themselves,

incomplete ocular examination and, often, because of negligence on the part of the patient themselves.

The diagnosis of uveal melanoma and most of the other intraocular tumours is based on clinical examination and imaging,

mainly ocular ultrasound. Unlike other malignancies, the diagnosis of these tumours is not made via biopsy and

histopathological examination. The treatment of these tumours is based on the clinical diagnosis. Therefore, knowledge of the

imaging techniques of intraocular tumours in general, and uveal melanoma in particular, is very important.

Dr Arun Singh, one of the leading ocular oncologists, writes in this issue of European Ophthalmic Review a review on imaging

modalities for uveal melanoma. I hope that this is only one of many articles that will be published in this journal on various

subjects in ocular oncology, a small but very important subspecialty in ophthalmology. n

Jacob Pe'er is a Professor and Chairman of the Department of Ophthalmology of the Hadassah-Hebrew University Medical
Center and the Jonas Friedenwald Professor of Ophthalmic Research. He is an ocular oncologist and ophthalmic
pathologist, and was President of the International Society of Ophthalmic Pathology (2000–2004) and President of the
International Society of Ocular Oncology (2007–2011). Professor Pe'er has published over 230 scientific papers, more than
40 book chapters, co-authored the book Clinical Ocular Oncology and has presented about 500 lectures in conferences and
institutions around the world.
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